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Among the more important objects forniing part
of a collection of Burmese, Indian, and Japanese
curios, advertised for sale by auction by Messrs.
Phillips, Son; and Neale, of New Bond-street, on
Wednesday, is an Indian idol of some value
‘and celebrity. 1t is the representative of a
deity to whom=Hindoo = women pay peculiar
worship and is known as the original ¢ Lingam
God,” to whose shrine at Delhi thousands
of Hindoos of every rank journeyed yearly
from all parts of India,to pay their devotions
for a period covering about 1,000 years until
about the year 1193, when the Mahomedan con-
queror, Kutb-ud-din, having wrested Delhi from the
Hindoo Kings, destroyed the twenty-seven Hindoo
temples. The ¢ Lingam God ” consists of an extra-
ordinary chrysoberyl cat’s-eye, of great size and
brilliancy, set in a large yellow topaz, the whole
supported on a native Indian gold base, incrusted
with diamonds, and set round with' nine gems,
called the mnine charms—namely, diamond, ruby,
sapphire, chrysoberyl cat’s-eye, coral, pearl; hya-
cinthine garnet, yellow sapphire and emerald.

It is questionable, the Standard thinks, whether
a London auctioneer ever had the opportunity of
offering for sale a more remarkable relic than the
¢ Lingam god,” whichiwas yesterday disposed of by
Messrs. Phillips and Son to the highest bidder.
With lall its merits—tangible and legendary—all
that a discerning public bid for the ‘¢ Lingam god” |
was £2450, and at this figure it was duly disposed
of to a Bond-street dealer, little better than given

away. _géé éf; / 5( g g
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